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ANNUAL MEETING 
Of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, holden at the Baptist Meet 
ing House in New-Woodstock, Cazenovia, February 20th, 1822. 


Elder Thomas Purrington preached at the opening of the Meeting, 


from Micah vi. 8. 
The Society then proceeded to business. ? 
Letters from Female, and Juvenile, Auxiliary Societies, accompanied 


by their Donations, were received: the particulars may be seen in the 


Treasurer’s Report. : 
A Report of the School Committee, together with other Communica- 


tions, were read. After which, the Secretary and Treasurer read the 
following Reports. 


The Board of Trustees of the Hamilton Baptist Mission Society, in 
conformity with their official duties, beg leave to lay before you the fol- 


lowing 
Tieport. 


IMMEDIATELY after their appointment they proceeded to adopt meas- 
ures, in their judgment, the best calculated to promote the benevolent 
designs of this Society. | 

During the year, they have appointed a number of Missionaries; the 
most of whom have made their returns, which are as follows : 

Elder 4mos Kingsley, performed a Mission under the appointment of 
the Board, of twenty-eight days in the northern parts of Pennsylvania. 

Elder V. J. Gilbert, and Samuel Gilbert, of six weeks each, south of 
the Cayuga and Seneca Lakes, and on the Holland Purchase. 

Elder William Throop, four weeks on the Holland Purchase. 

Elder Peter P. Roots, two weeks in the vicinity of the Oneida Lake. 

Elder Jonathan Ferris, three weeks in the county of Steuben and 
parts adjacent. 

Elder Calvin Philleo, ten anda half weeks, through the counties of 


Tompkins, Tioga, and to the center county of Pennsylvania. 
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Elder Tiomas Purrington, four weeks in the same direction. 

Elder Stukely Carr, twenty-three days south of Cayuga and Seneca 
Lakes. 

Brother James Nickerson, four weeks in and about the county of 
Tioga. , 

Elder Samuel Churchill, eight weeks west of Lake Champlain. 

Elder Roswell Beckwith, two weeks near the Oneida Lake. 

Elder Alfred Bennet, three weeks as Agent, visiting Female Socie- 
ties, &c. 

Elder Solomon Johnson, had an appointment of twelve weeks, but no. 
official returns have been received trom him. 

Elder Robert Powell, has instructed the Indian School at Oneida, un- 
der your patronage, and has Jabored as a Missionary on Lord’s days 
during the year, in several vacant places in neighboring towns about 
Oneida; and has been instrumental of promoting revivals of religion in 
Sullivan, Verona, and in Societies on the Oneida and Wood Creeks. 

The_returns of your Missionaries generally, have been of an anima- 
ting nature. They have administered baptism to about seventy hopeful 
believers, besides bearing the tidings of salvation to thousands perishing 
for lack of vision. 

Elder Obed Warren, has been employed as an Agent to visit the eas- 
tern parts of this state, to make coliections for the Indian School. He 
spent thirty-three days, and obtained in’cash $79 85 cents, and about 
$40 in books and other articles. 

Eider Nathaniel Cole took an appointment from this Board to the 
Black River country: spent thirty-four days, and obtained liberal dona- 
tions for the Indian School. 

Elder Nathan Peck has served the Society five weeks and five days, 
superintending Indian affairs at Oneida. 

Elder John Lawton has spent fifteen days, as Agent visiting Female So- 
cieties,. 

Elder John Peck was appointed Agent, to solicit assistance in New- 
York, for the Indian Schools; and also, the co-operation of the Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions; and likewise to make arrangements with the 
Secretary of War, at Washington, for the regular remittances of the an- 
nual appropriations of Congress, to encourage benevolent exertions for 
Zndian reform. 

The clothing he obtained from Female Societies in New-York, and 
from individuals on his tour, was of great use in clothing the Indian 
children, which enabled many-of them to attend School during the win- 
ter, who must otherwise have remained at home. 

The liberal Contributions he received in cash, and a Donation of three 
hundred dollars frem the Board of Foreign Missions; together with three 
hundred and fifty dollars, from the Secretary of War, (the amount annu- 
ally appropriated from the General Government, to aid this Society, in 
promoting a School and Mechanical Arts among the Oneidas), have thus 
far enabled the Board to sustain the measures, they have adopted, to ac- 
complish for the Oneidas, the education of their children, and the im- 
provement of their general condition as a nation. . 
In connection with the School, the Board being solicited by leading 
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men of the tribe, and encouraged by the provisions of the General Gov- 
ernment, have undertaken to assist and instruct the Indians in some of 
the mechanical arts, which are among the first rudiments of civilized 
Societies. 

They have employed a Brother Rufus Chapin as a Carpenter, and a 
Brother George Burton as a Blacksmith, to labor for the Indians the en- 
suing year, and instruct some of their young men in both these occu- 
pations. 

The annual appropriation of three hundred and fifty dollars, from the 
General Government; a liberal donation of about one hundred and thirty 
dollars, from a Mr. Van Epps ; together with others, to a very con- 
siderable amount, have enabled the Board to efiect a permanent estab- 
lishment for the School, to provide lots and buildings (gr the Teacher 
and Mechanics, and furnish shops and stock, and to put them in opera- 
tion. 

The Indians are regarding these measures, as highly propitious to 
their interests, and manifest an anxiety to have them continued, express- 
ing the fullest assurance in the benevolent designs of this Society to 
do them good. 

The sales of the Magazines the year past, have defrayed the expence 
of publication, and produced a profit to the Mission Fund of fifteen dol- 
lars and fifty-nine cents: besides, of ninety-four dollars and eighty-one 
cents due on sales for the same year, not collected. 

Prospects are favorable for establishing a School and a Mission among 
the Tonawanta Indians ; and it is not improbable that something, even- 
tually, may be done for the Onondagas. 

In every part of the harvest, where your Missionaries have labored, 
a great deal remains to be done: thousands are perishing for the word 
of life, and calls are imperious for the continuance of your exertions. 
Every year furnishes a wider range for the exercise of your benevo- 
lence, in propagating the gospel, both among the aborigines and the 
white population of the wilderness. It appears evident, that the time 
is come, for the gospel to be made known to the savage nations, which 
remain in the uncultivated portions of our country ; and the same spirit 
which is moving your prayers and exertions for their salvation, is crea- 
ting desires in many of their hearts, for the gospel to be spread among 
them. You have begun to hold forth the word of life to perishing Pa- 
gans, and some begin to hear it. And will you draw back? Surely not : 
but rather regard what has been done as the beginning of a work of 
faith and labor of love, which shall eventuate in the consummation of 
that grace, which recognizes the heathen as the Redeemer’s inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth as his possession. 

Grateful acknowledgments are due to a gracious Providence, which 
has hitherto watched over the interests of this Society, and directed its 
operations, accompanying them with his Spirit, which has caused the 
wilderness and solitary places to be glad—the lame man to leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb to sing. 

The Board feel peculiarly gratified with the progress and prospects 
of the School at Oneida—the names of one hundred and twenty chil- 
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dren are on the teacher’s list, who have entered the School, and the 
average attendants at present, are about forty in a day. 

The arduous and complicated labors which have devolved upon this 
Board, to apply your benevolence with discretion to the appropriated 
objects of mercy, have been accompanied with unceasing supplications 
for divine direction, and a solemn consciousness that he that planteth is 
nothing, and he that watereth is nothing ; but God giveth the increase. 
May he also create a defence upon all his glory, and clothe his instru- 
ments with humility as with a garment. 

The whole is respectfully submitted and signed by order of the Board. 

JOHN PECK, President 


Joun Lawton, Seeretary. 


I 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 
The Hamilton Baptist Missionary Socvety, in Account current with Daniel 
Lathrop, their Treasurer. 
Receipts into the Treasury from Feb. 20, 1821, to Feb. 20, 1822. 
1821.—March. Mr. Van Epps’ note on Wm. 
By Female Society in Delphi, $7 06 Grant, $100 00 
Female Society, Lenox, 3.75 2 boxes of Glass, 10 00 
do. Trugton, 13 00 Lumber for Shop, 20 00 
do. Harrison, 8 37\Elder Robert Powell, by dig- 
; do. De Ruyter, 18 37 ging well, 15 00 
une. John Peck, 5 00 
do. 2d Cazenovia, 17 99 John Sweet, 1 pair shoes, O 81 
do. Greene, 3 75\Julia Sweet, 1 hair comb, 019 
Sept do. Skaneatelas, 8 67\Fider oe Ferris, col- 
, ected on mission, 31 
wov, 7 Farmersville, 19 50\sitas Reed, Smithville, 5 00 
de. Freeport, 7 g1|Joseph L. Robbins, do. 1 00 
in Truxton, 9 g1i)4 Lady in Whitesborough, 
de. Lansing and by N. Peck, cash, 20 00 
Groton, 11 25|Miss Douglass, I p. suspenders,O 25 
1822.—Feb. Mr. Douglass, a knife, O 25 
do. Greene, 11 Collection in Lansing, by El- 
do. Smithville, 18 07 der Bennet, 8 
do. Hamilton, 15 Thomas Mosely, books, 0 
do. 2d Nelson, "7 E. Rhodes, 4 Catechisms, ® 50 
do. Smithfield, 392 A. Smith, 3 slates & 2q. paper, 1 00 
do. Cazenovia, 18 75|A- Knyes, 2 books, 0 37 
1 
1 
3 
] 





43 
37 


do. Genoa & Lan- A. Hull, leather and books, 94 

sing, 15 65|B. Beckwith, cash, 00 

do. Cincinnatus, 11 Mrs, Newton, 1} blanket, 50 

do. Lansing, 8 Deborah Breed, 1 do. 50 

Park A. Morgan, in leather, 1 BlackRiverMissionSoc’y,cash,20 00 
Elder Amos Kingsley, collec- Ontario Association, by J. Peck,7 68 
ted on mission, § 25|Ladies in Norwich Village, 8 59 

N. J. Gilbert, do. do. 0 75/Elder Warren, col. on his tour,79 85 
Samuel Gilbert, do. do. 5 75/Collection in Farmersville, 2 25 


Mrs. Willey, byElderA. Bennet, 2 do. Genoa, 1 38 
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Donations obtained by Elder 
John Peck. 

1821.—Nov. 

John B. Johnson, printing, $8 

Asher Fairchild, in chairs, 7 

Anderson & Mehan,Phila.books,4 

Eliza. Jamison,do,books & cash,2 

Wm.H. Richards, do.12 Tes- 

taments, 3 
do. 12 Bibles, 12 

Philadelphia Bible Society, in 

Test. by Dr. Staughton, 19 
Gov. Bloonfield, Burlington, 

N. J. a book, 3 
Rey. Mr. Boswell, do. books, 2 
Rev. Mr. Kennard, do. vest 

and cash, 1 
Benjamin Ellis, do. cotton cloth,O 
George Allen,do.clothes & cash,2 
Elijah Lewis, N. Y. trunk, &c. 5 
Elder John Chase, do. books, 6 
Naomi Neal, do. books & cash, 6 
Mrs. Davison, do. clothing, &c. 2 
Juvenile Tract Soc. do. books, 6 
Bapt. Fem. M. C. Soc.do. cash,56 

do. do. books, 1 

Bapt.Female Mite Society for 

instructing Heathen Chil- 

dren,do.clothing,§164 36; 

Cash, 154 17: 318 
Mr. Taylor, do. a trunk, 
Mrs. Russel, Albany, a book, 
John G. Wasson, do. books, 
Mrs. Hannah Wasson, do. 
Benjamin Vervalin, do. 

Mary Healy, do. 

Collection inj|AfricanC hurch,do.3 
do. at Rev. Mr. Leonard’s 
church, 14 

LydiaStiles,Schoharie,an apron,Q 

Abigail Higley, Duanesburgh, 

2 yards flannel, 

Josiah Tower, do. 

Emma Wright, Esp. village, 

1 pair of socks, 

Mary Sprague, do. 

Collection, at do. 

John Tiplady, do. 

Mrs. Whiting & Ladies, N. Y. 50 
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Deac.JohnWithington,do.cash,20 00 
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General Government, $350 00 
Baptist Board for For. Miss. 300 00 
Martin Johnson, Phila. 1 60 
00'Mrs. Daremhower, do. cash, 1 25 
00/Collection at Burlington, N. J. 3 65 
25!A Friend to Indian reform, do.}0 00 
OO!A widow, in do. 0 12 
James Smith, do. 5 00 
75\Jacob Boozer, do. 0 12 
00!Thomas Eddy, N. Y. 5 00 
Wm. Carey, do. 1 00 
37|Collection at Vandam’s st. do. 2 68 
Sabbath School, do. do. 6 00 
00/Mrs. Mahala Thomas, do. 1 00 
00/4 female,byRev.Mr.M’Clay,do.1 75 
Stage Passengers, 0 50 
50 
62 — 
50/1822.—Feb: | 
50|Pompey& Manlius Fem. Soc’y, 1 00 
75|Truxton do. 19 25 
00, Lansing do. 17 06 
00|/German Juvenile Society, 12 65 
00|James Nickerson, 2 20 
00|Black River Association and 
50| Ladies in Watertown, 75 25 
Lisle, 1 25 
Halfway- Brook, 1 87 
New-Stockbridge, 2 44 
53\Groton Female Society, 14 56 
OOj|Individuals in Dryden, 8 93 
50/Female Society dao. 1 38! 
00;Female Society in German, 23 35 
37 do. in Truxton, 0O 37 
18|Mrs. Barnum, 0 50 
12|Female Society in Cincinnatus,'9 93 
31 do. in Harrison, 7 3] 
do. in Freetown, 13 90 
62 do. in Delphi, 24 87 
62, 2d do. in Cazenovia, 20 36 
Juvenile Society in Homer, 12 00 
50'Female Society in Marcellus, 43 87 
OO} Ist do. in Cazenovia, 0 93 
2d do. in Nelson, 16 52 
50 do. in Sherburne, 23 93 
95 do. in Manlius, 20 12 
GO} do. in Morrisville, 7 23 
00 do. in Tully, 16 87 
00 do. in Homer, 55 68 
do. PompeyCentre,7 30 
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FemaleSociety in Smyrna, $9 56jIndividuals atPompey&Manlius,1 63 
2d do. in Hamilton, 3 02/Collection at Annual Meeting, 4 57 
Ist do. Hamilton, cash,7 @0/Br. Bacon, 2 95 

do. in Greene, 3 94'Sundries, by Elder Ferris, 12 @0 
do. in Madison, 10 44|Ladies in Nelson, a trunk of 

do. NorthNorwich,2 1!2/ clothes, 33 14 
do. in Solon, 5 00/Annual Subscriptions, 30 62 

“Newhaven, 2 00|Mercy Grenold, Eaton, 1 06 

Collection at Mexico, by El- Sales of the Magazine, 435 28 

der Alfred Bennet, 50|Balance in the treasury last — 





00 _ 
50 $3106 25 


Baniel Beach, Lansing, 
2 Friends ,atCayugaAssociation, 





2 

Joab Carpenter, Groton, 0 70! year, 220 63 
2 
0 


Disbursements. 
1821. D. C,/To E.der Robert Powell, 36 17 
To Elder Jonathan Ferris, 15 00 do. 25 00 
Amos Kingsley, 20 00} Elder John Peck, 35 74 
Nathaniei J. Gilbert, 27 25 for freight and expenses, 75 25 
Samuel Gilbert, 25 75 books and paper, 2 50 
Thomas Purrington, 20 00; Building Committee, 332 28 
Peter P. Roots, 10 60 do, 17 85 
Stukely Carr, 15 00} Elder John Peck, services, 15 00 
Azariah Hanks, 41 00 Alfred Bennet, 15 00 
Samuel Churchill, 40 00 John Lawton, 10 00 
William Throop, 20 00 Obed Warren, 4 00 
Calvin Philleo, 55 00} State Treasury, 19 00 
Br. James Nickerson, 20 00; Building Committee, 31 91 
Payment for Lots at Oneida, 237 09; Br. Samuel Torrey, 3 00 
for building, at do. 268 00} Editing & printing Magazine, 421 00 
Br. Samuel Payne, 80 00 Sa + naa 
Elder Nathan Peck, forIron, 125 v0 D. 2425 48 
Br. Rufus Chapin, 15 00) Balance in the Treasury, 680 77 
Building Committee, $8 83 
#ider Nathaniel Kendrick, tour, 12 17 D. 3106 25 








The above Reports were accepted. 


The Hamilton Baptist Mission Society, proceeded to the choice o/ 
Officers for the ensuing year ; and on canvassing the votes, the follow- 
ing persons were declared duly elected. 


Elder JOHN PECK, Presrdent ; 
JOHN LAWTON, Secretary ; 
Brother DANIEL LATHROP, Treasurer. 


Elder OBED WARREN, OS) NATHANIEL COLE, 
NATHAN PECK, > {SAMUEL TORRY, 


ALFRED BENNET, = (ISAAC RINDGE, 
THO’S PURRINGTON, © 27 JONATHAN OLMSTEAD, 


Resolved, That the next Annual Meeting be holden at Homer, Wed- 
nesday after the third Sabbath in February next, at ten o’clock, A. M. 
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Appointed Elder John Peck to preach the Introductory Sermon, and 
Elder Nathaniel Kendrick, substitute. 

The Board of Directors convened, and appointed Elders John Peck, 
John Lawton and Nathaniel Kendrick, Editors of the Magazine. 

Appointed Elder John Peck, General Agent of the Magazine concerns. 


Ot el 


The MADISON BAPTIST MISSION SOCIETY, Auziliary to the 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, being convened at the same time 
and place with the above Society, the Secretary read the following Re- 


PORT. 


The Board of Directors of the ‘‘ Madison Society Auxiliary to the 
Board of Foreign Missions,”’ respectfully submit the following brief 


REPORT. 

The Board with the highest satisfaction learn, and with pleasure com- 
municate to the Society, that the Board of Foreign Missions are enlarg- 
ing their operations—that they have sent Elder Roberts, with his family, 
together with others, as mechanics, amounting to about twenty, on a 
mission to the Valley Towns. The Mission to Burmah, and Chittagong, 
from the last accounts presents auspicious and hopeful appearances. At 
no period has the prospect of affording spiritual benefit to the precious 
souls of perishing heathens appeared more encouraging, or called more 
loudly for the active exertions, and united energies of the benevolent 
friends of human happiness—of all who love and pray for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom and glory on earth, than the present 
moment. 

On the fifteenth of July last, a special meeting of the Board was cal- 
led at the request of the Boston Foreign Mission Society, to take into 
consideration and express their views respecting the loan of ten thousand 
dollars, made by the Board of Foreign Missions, to the Trustees of Co- 
lumbian College. After a full examination of the Constitution of the 
General Convention ; the Report of the Board of Managers; the secu- 
rity taken by them for the re-payment of the loan; the interest to be 
paid quarterly. &c. It was . 

‘* Resolved, That in the present state of things, it appearing that the 
loan has been made ; the security given, and the money actually drawn : 
and. considering the imperfect knowledge which we may possess of the 
facts and circumstances connected with the transaction, we do not think 
it expedient or proper at this time to express any opinion, or adopt any 
measure respecting it: still hoping that the Board of Managers, and the 
Convention, which superintends the whole, may conduct with wisdom 
and prudence, and that the blessing of God may attend their exertions 
for the advancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom.” 

We can now state, that we learn that the Trustees of said College 
have already refunded five thousand dollars into the Missionary Tre-- 
ury, being one half of the sum Joaned. 

On the whole, Brethren, we hope on viewing what has been done, 
and considering the prospect of vastly more extensive usefulness, that 
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no heart will be discouraged, or hand weakened, in a cause go great and 
so glorious: But while our Domestic Missions, with their tributary 
streams of charity, replenishing their treasury, are so evidently expe- 
riencing a Divine blessing on their benevolent operations ; may our ex- 
ertions and our prayers be continued, for dispensing the rich blessings 
of the Gospel in every part of our world, where the fallen race of men 
are found. 
In behalf of the Board, 
EBENEZER WAKELEY, Secretary. 
February 20, 1822. | 


Officers elected. 


NATHANIEL KENDRICK, President ; 
EBENEZER WAKELEY, Secretary ; 
SAMUEL PAYNE, Treasurer. 


EDWARD SOUTHWORTH, § Direc- 2 JOEL W. CLARK, 
DANIEL HASCALL, tors. ¢ ELIADA BLAKESLEY, 


~~~ 


Extract of a Letter from Elder Rosert Powe. to the President of the 
Board of Missions. 


Onerpa CastTievon, Feb. 13, 1822. 
Dear Brotuer, 

‘* Agreeably to instructions given me, | proceed to lay before you a 
general view of the state of this Mission; so far as it relates to the 
School under my care, and my labors among the white people. 

{After mentioning the agitation excited among the Indians on the sub- 
ject of their removal to Green Bay, which occasioned him to stop his 
School for a time, much to his regret, he writes as follows. ] 

‘* While these embarrassments lay upon me, providence called my 
attention to the work of the Lord among the white people. A work of 
reformation broke out in Lenox, four miles west from this place, around 
the furnace, in the month of August. Here I spent considerable time 
with Brother Freeman in promoting the good work. Eighteen have been 
baptized; and some others, we trust, obtained a good hope. 

‘* About the first of October, the work appeared in Verona, four 
miles north from this place; where I spent considerable time with Elder 
Philleo, | trust, to some good purpose. Eight or ten were brought into 
liberty, when the cloud suddenly bore to the west, and hovered over 
Oneida Creek and the Canal. Forty-three have been baptized and ad- 
ded to the Second Baptist Church in Verona, of which Elder Newcomb 
is pastor. The work appears to be genuine: und, we trust, a goodly 
number of precious souls in this wilderness, have been gathered into 
Christ’s kingdom. 

‘* There has been a good work of the Lord in a small back settle- 
ment on Wood Creek, fifteen miles north from this. 1 first visited this 
place in October, 1820, soon after my arrival here. The people infor- 
med me, that but a few sermons had been delivered in the neighbor 
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hood since its first settlement, a term of seventeen years. . The place 
had become much dissipated. On my third visit, which was in Decem- 
ber, the Lord had evidently appeared among them. People came five 
and six miles from three different directions, through almost impassable 
roads, to hear the word, and seem to hear as for their lives. On my 
next visit a number had obtained a hope, one of whom related the travel 
of his mind; while the sighs and tears of the assembly evinced the anx- 
ious solicitude they felt for their souls. Fifteen, at least, appear to be 
the subjects of the work ; five of whom I have baptized. 

But to return to Indian concerns. ‘The rupture among them contin- 
ued and encreased, so that it was judged best to stop the School until 
things should become a little more settled. Accordingly, about the mid- 
dle of November I had a vacation for two weeks. In the meantime I 
visited the Indians in the vicinity of the School, and through an inter- 
preter set before them the importance of embracing this opportunity to 
give their children an English education. The visit was timely, and an- 
swered all that was expected from it. The children poured in from ev- 
ery quarter, so that my average number since the first of December 
last is at least forty in each day. The progress of the Scholars in learn- 
ing is different. 1 have seven that read in the New Testament ; two of 
whom have advanced from the alphabet, the others had had previous 
advantages. I have five that read in easy reading lessons, one class in 
words of two syllables, two others in monosyllables, and a number yet 
in their alphabet. The progress of the scholars is necessarily slow. 
The difficulty they discover in pronouncing and spelling English terms, 
is a very considerable embarrassment. Their not being in general ac- 
quainted with the meaning of English terms, still increases the diffi- 
culty. Add to all this, their fluctuating attendance on the School, an 
evil not easily remedied, so long as they are under so little restraint and 
government at home. The progress of the School in writing has been 
more than in reading. But still | am persuaded from the small advances 
they have made, that perseverance will eventually accomplish what ti- 
midity would pronounce impossible. But it is a work of time, and 
long patience is required. 

I have had one religious enquirer this winter. A woman of fifty or 
more years of age, from whom I have gained a comfortable evidence 
that she has passed from death unto life. Her object seems to be to 
enquire after the way, and learn her duty. I gave her a summary view 
of Bible doctrine, and of the duty of Christians. If my limits would 
permit, I would insert some of the most interesting partigulars relative 
to this interview. But I forbear: 

I think we have reason totexpect few conversions among the natives 
here, until the rising generation: shall be able to read and understand 
the Bible ; which [ hope, will bé the case with some of them before 
long. This will prepare them to hear the gospel, without which they 
must all perish. 

Dear Brother, pray for me that my labor may not be in vain; and for 
poor Indians, that their souls may be saved in the day of the Lord Je- 
sus. I am ever yours, ROBERT POWELL. 


Elder Joun Pecx. 0 2 
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Copy of a Letter from Mrs. Saran Jenxs to Elder Nathaniel Cole, dated 
Watervown, Oct. 11th, 1821. 


REV. SIR, 
The information | received from yourself and lady, respecting the 


Indian School at Oneida, led me to reflect particularly on their situation. 
Returning home from the Association, } soon communicated to some of 
the ladies of this vicinity, what I had heard. Finding there were some 
whose hearts and hands were ready to engage in the cause of benevo- 
lence; we therefore set ourselves about making some flannel, for the 
purpose of clothing the little natives. The number of ladies which 
have been engaged in this work are sixty-four: also we would mention 
with respect, a Mr. Cowen of the village of Watertown, who gave in 
carding two dollars and twenty-seven cents. We present you ninety- 
five and a half yards of Flannel, and four pair of Socks, which we wish 
to have appropriated particularly to clothing the Indian children. Our 
offering is small, yet we hope it may be of some use, and trust it is ac- 
companied by the fervont prayers of some, that those who are benefited 
by it, may become useful members of society. 


In behalf of charitable ladies in Watertown and its vicinity. 
SARAH JENKS. 


ed 


Kxtracts of a Letter from Elder Emony Oscoon to the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, dated 


Henperson, Jan. 22, 1822. 
FATHERS AND BRETUREN, 

May the God of Missions bless and prosper you, in all your benevo- 
lent exertions towards ameliorating the miseries of men. Especially 
may your labors be crowned with abundant success, in spreading the 
knowledge of the arts and sciences among our too long-neglected red 
brethren. O may the God of Heaven soon prepare them to receive 
that best of Heaven’s blessings, the gospel of the blessed Jesus! O 
blessed day! 


“« When western empires own their Lord, 
‘* And savage tribe§ attend his word.” 


What an amazing blessing to be permitted to be workers together 
with God in this glorious cause! Let your hands be strong. Go up and 
possess the land. The Captain of the Lord’s host goeth before you. 

I had flattered myself with the satisfaction of meeting with you at your 
Annual Meeting ; and also, of making«a@teur to the St. Lawrence, to 
have met with the Association theregand made what collections | could 
to assist you in the good work. But Iam disappointed in both. I can- 
not say that Satan has hindered me. No; blessed be God. The Lord 
has prevented me by pouring out his Spirit. Yes, dear Brethren, it is a 
time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. Never, no never, 
have I witnessed such a reformation in the church of God; such a time 
of supplication and prayer. Yes, to the praise of God be it spoken, in 
several instances brethrea have continued in prayer all night. Like 





1822.] LETTER FROM ELDER JOHN M. PECK. | 299 


Jacob have wrestled with God, and like him have obtained the blessing. 
The gracious work began a little more than two months since. It is 1m- 
possible for me to state fora certainty, the number that have been 
hopefully converted since the work began: but probably more than fifty 
have been translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
God’s dear Son, in the town of Henderson. The work is still progres- 
sing. It is about five months since the work first began in this region. 
In Adams, Lorrain, Ellisburgh, Rodman, Houndsfield and Henderson, 
according to the best accounts that I have obtained from those towns, I 
think as many as five hundred souls have been regenerated. ‘Thus 
‘¢ the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 

I trust you will excuse me for not leaving home for any considerable 
time at present. I have already baptized twelve, and nine others have 
offered themselves, received fellowship, and are now candidetes for 
baptism. I hope I shall ever feel to do all I can to promote the inter- 
est of Missions. I wish to have forwarded to me a few copies of the 
Magazine, that contains the Annual Report of the Society, to distribute 
among the females, and such others, as may contain any thing of inter- 
est, of the progress of the School. Direct information will be calcula- 
ted to excite an interest. 

Herewith you will receive ninety-five and a half yards of Flannel, 
and four pair of Socks. The number of ladies that have aided ingthis 
good work, are sixty-four, living in Watertown and Rutland. This do- 
nation, or the avails of it, is wished and particularly designated for 
clothing for the Indian children. I also forward, from a number of la- 
dies in the East Society of Henderson, thirty-five yards of Flannel, and 
two pair of Socks. Also, from a number of ladies in the West Society 
of the same town, eleven yards of Flannel. All of which is appropria- 
ted for the use of the Indian School, as the Board shall think proper. 
And further, we have some few dollars in property, forwarded to the 
Board of Trustees of the ‘‘ Black River Baptist Missionary Society,”’ 
designated for the use of the Indian School. The Board, at our last 
meeting, directed the treasurer to forward the property to me to send 
on to you: but it has not yet come to hand, and as the treasurer (Elder 
H. Cornell) spoke of attending your Annual Meeting, perhaps he will 
bring it himself. I have, however, in my hands, belonging to our So- 
ciety, that you will now receive, two and a half yards of Satinett, and 
one pair of Socks: the satinett valued at two dollars and eighty-six 
cents, and the socks at thirty-seven and a half cents. 

I am, dear Brethren, with esteem, your fellow laborer in the kingdom 
and patience of Jesus. EMORY OSGOOD, 

Elder Joun Lawron, 

— _—— 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM ELDER JOHN M. PECK TO ONE OF THE EDITORS, 
DATED 


Cherry Grove, St. Clair Co. Illinois, Jan. 12, 1822. 


VFRY DEAR BROTHER, 
It is a long period since I took my pen to hold correspondence with you, 
during which time I have passed thro’ many trying scenes. I believe you 
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have not entirely forgotten me, as ] yet receive the Magazines regularly at 
St. Louis. | feel a bigh degree of interest in the efforts of the Missionary 
Society in your quarter,especially the Indian school,&c. ‘l'here is an aston- 
ishing change working itself amongst the Indians of our country. Even 
tribes remote, and who had little intercourse with civilized life, are raising: 
the Macedonian cry, ‘‘ Come over and help us.” It would have been 
exceedingly gratifying to have devoted the remains of my little earthly 
existence, for the salvation of that portion of Adam’s race: but it did 
not appear quite right that I should leave a destitute field, already white 
for the harvest, for another field equally destitute ; and, especially, as I 
perceived the christian community was aroused 4n favor of the Indians, 
and supplies were going forth. You cannot easily conceive what a 
change these missionary efforts, aided by the liberality of government, 
are making upon the views and habits of the wild roving tribes of the 
west. More has been done within five years past, to convince the Indi- 
ans of the blessings of civilized life, than all done heretofore since the 
days of Columbus. ' 

Every species of intelligence that relates to the welfare of these peo- 
ple, circulates rapidly from tribe to tribe. It not only becomes a sub- 

ect of consideration around the council fire, but is the subject of ordi- 
nary talk at their hunting camps. One band informs another, and that 
the gext they meet with, till the news circulates from nation to nation ; 
and, | should not wonder, if the intelligence of the Osage mission was 
now known beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

Your Education Society is an important object, and [ hope by the bles- 
sing of God, will greatly promote the interests of the church. Permit 
me to suggest that you have a piece of ground for a garden and nursery 
of all kinds of fruit trees, and oblige every student to labor in it three 
hours each day. It would not only conduce to health, without lessen- 
ing their studies in the least, but would answer two other important 
purposes. Ist. A well managed nursery and fruit garden, would be a 
source of great profits to the institution. 2d. The students would be 
prepared for hard living, labor, a missionary life, &c. 

It is extremely unpleasant that I have no accounts of revivals, no in- 
teresting intelligence of any kind to communicate. <A dark and gloomy 
cloud has long hung over Missouri and Illinois. | feel much anxiety 
and distress of soul for the sheep and lambs of Christ’s flock, and for 
the salvation of the ignorant and unconverted. 

I have seen the nakedness of the land, the prevalence of ignorance 
and vice, the bold aspect of infidelity and even atheism, the supersti- 
tion, blindness and idolatry of the Catholics, the scattered tragments of 
churches like withered and dry branches for want of culture ; and the 
indifference, indolence, and moral stupidity of professors and even 
preachers.—I have heard the Macedonian cry from the east and the 
west, the north and the south, ‘* Come over and help us ;” churches 
in difficulty, and no’ counsellor to set them right; calling for preaching, 
and but seldom get it; professors desiring to be embodied in church or- 
der, but none to break to them the bread of life. | have felt the re- 
roach and contempt cast upon the minister of Christ and the gospel, 
be preachers; 4nd even the sword of persecution has not rested in its 
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scabbard. Within the period of eighteen months past, I have had nine 
months sickness, and in that time have buried three out-of my family; 
two children and my brother-in-law. I have seen all my family sick 
around me, and not a single friend in the settlement (professor or others) 
that would offer the tender sympathies of consolation, or pray for them or 
me. (This was in Missouri,1820.) | have been down to the very verge of 
the grave myself more than once, expecting in a day or two to leave 
my wile and helpless children in a strange and inhospitable land without 
friends, home, or even the bare necessaries of life for their support.— 
I have felt, and even now feel, all the anxiety and care arising from ina- 


bility to pay debts contracted in sickness : and I have seen and felt alt 


this with a mind unruffled and calm. But I cannot see what exists on every 
side multitudes perishing for lack of vision,churches like that of Laodicea, 
neither cold nor hot, preachers strangely indolent and remiss, or eager- 
ly pursuing the phantom of riches or worldly honours, apparently un- 
concerned for the injured, bleeding, expiring cause of the Redeemer. 
I cannot witness such scenes without the strongest emotions and keen- 
est sensibilities. O pray, my dear Brother, the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth laborers into this tield. Perhaps I am a little selfish in my 
desires to have some of the zealous, pious, laborious, active preachers 
from your highly favored land, come to Illinois. I pant for the ‘ so- 
cial converse”’ of some intelligent, evangelical, useful preachers ofsthe 
gospel. I feel to be alone. It is true there are several persons called 
Baptist preachers, not far distant from me: but what little most of them 
do in the gospel vineyard, appears fruitless. I hope they are christians, 
but they appear lamentably deficient not only in education, but in gos- 
pel doctrine, church discipline, the nature of religious experience, and 
every ministerial gift. 

My desires at times are so intense for useful laborers in this field, as 
to render me very unhappy. O my dear brother, little can you realize 
the value of the ministerial society you enjoy around you, unless you 
were wholly deprived of it. My mind will unavoidably revert to the 
dear society I once enjoyed among the ministers now united in th Rens- 
selaerville and Hudson River Associations; the sweet council we took 
together, and the stimulating and soul-reviving effect of mutual conver- 
sation and prayer. Not only do I feel for the dearth of useful gifts in 
this part of Zion, but my own affiictions and infirmities have prevented 
me from itinerating much for a long time. In the summer of 1820, (as 
1 expect you have heard,) | was brought to the gates of the grave, 
with the bilious fever, from which I did not fully recover under four 
months. My family were all sick in the fall and I buried my oldest son, 
and brother-in-law. In last August I was again attacked, and though at 
two or three times I attempted to travel and preach, I got one relapse 
after another till it appeared as if my constitution was broken; and it is 
but two or three weeks since I have beee able to preach, or attend to 
any business. In September last, I had three children sick at the same 
time with myself, one of whom God called away. My health is not yet 
confirmed, though it improves slowly. 1 have suffered much with ner- 
vous affections, and it appeared as if my whole constitution was shattered 
in pieces. The church in St. Louis is very much in want of a pious, 
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faithful, zealous preacher to settle with them, as there is not a solitary 
individual Baptist that preaches in St. Louis but myself. The church 
could furnish a commodious school-room gratis, and perhaps board; and 
this is about as much as might be expected till better times. = 
I shall expect a letter from you giving an account of all that 1s inter- 
esting. Tell me how I am to pay for the Magazines? We have no 
money circulating that would be good with you: As it Is a missionary 
work, I will perform a week’s missionary tour for its use yearly. You 
will learn where to direct letters, from the date of thisletter. Re- 
member me to all friends. . 
As ever, yours, &c. 
J, M. PECK. 


Rev. Joun Pecx. 








Missionary Wutelligence. 


BURMAN MISSION. 
MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL, CONTINUED FROM JANUARY 19TH, 1821. 


Jan. 20.—The Nan-da-gong people have made us several visits du- 
ring the week. They are evidently growing in knowleage and grace ; 
and will, I hope, ere long, be ready to profess Christ in bis appointed 
way. 

This afternoon, Mrs, J went to their village, to fix on a spot for the 
erection of a sma!] school house. Mah Men-la has, of her own ac- 
cord, proposed to open a school in the precincts of her house, to 
teach the girls and boys of the village to read; in consequence of 
which, the latter will not be under the necessity of going to the Bur- 
man priests for education, as usual. When we found that she had re- 
ally made a beginning, we told her ‘hat some of the Christian females 
in America would, doubtless, defray the expenses of the undertaking, 
and make some compensation to the instructress. We fear the school 
will not succeed, in the present state of the country; but we regard 
the voluntary attempt of Mah Men-la, as illustrative of the efficiency of 
evangelical faith. 

On Tuesday evening, we recommenced our usual Tuesday and Fri- 
day evening prayer meetings ; but’we expect to have very few present, 
as most of the disciples who formerly lived around us are afraid to re- 
turn on account of the present general distress, from which we are 
unable to protect them. 

Jan. 21st, Lord’s day.—All the disciples, but one, and all the hopeful 
inquirers were present at worship ; who, together with some others, 
made up an assembly of about twenty-five adults, all paying respectful 
and devout attention :—the most interesting assembly, all things consid- 
ered, that I have yet seen. How impossible it seemed, two years ago, 
that such a precious assembly could ever be raised up out of the Egyp- 
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tian darkness, the atheistic superstition of this heathen land. After 
worship, two of the Nan-daugnong people had some particular conver- 
sation with Moung Thah-lah, about baptism. Much encouraged by the 
general appearance of things this day.— Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul! and why art thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God; the 
God of the Burmans, as well as David’s God, for | shall yet praise him 
for the help of his countenance, revealed in the salvation of thousands 
of these immortal souls. 

Jan. 24th.—- Received a visit from Moung Yah, the man whom, some 
years ago, I designated as the Arst inquirer. His deportment and con- 
versation were not, indeed, so modest and encouraging as formerly ; 
but yet the burden of his request was still ‘‘ more of the writings of 
Jesus Christ.’’ After his former visit, he was appointed to the govern- 
ment of a place at a distance ; but he is now in the situation of justice- 
of-peace, under the present viceroy, and is much occupied in business. 
It was under this man that some of the disciples, who formerly lived in 
our yard, took refuge during our absence ; and they still continue to ad- 
here to him. He professes to love the religion of Christ; but I fear 
that he has very indistinct ideas, and that his mind is diverted, by the 
cares of business, from a due attention to the one thing needful. 

Jan. 25th.— Received a visit from a young priest and noviciate, who 
reside in a neighboring kyoung, (a house inhabited by priests.) They 
staid with me above an hour, and paid more candid attention to divine 
truth than I have ever been able to obtain from any gentlemen of the 
(yellow) cloth. On pressing the question, whether they did not some- 
times doubt the correctness of their religion, they confessed in the af- 
firmative, and finally condescended to accept a tract ; but it will be torn 
to pieces as soon as it reaches the hands of their superiors. 

Jan. 31st.—Received a visit from the teacher Oo Oung-det, of the 
village of Kambet. He has disseminated the semi-atheistic doctrine for 
several years, and formed a small party among his neighbors, who pay 
no respect to the priests and the religion of Gaudama. We had a most 
interesting conversation of about two hours, in the presence of a large 
company, most of whom came with him. He successively gave up ev- 
ery point that he attempted to maintain, and appeared to lay open his 
mind to the grand truths of an eternal God, eternal happiness, &c.— 
Moung Shwa-gnong seconded me, and discoursed in a truly impressive 
manner, until the attention of the old man was so completely fixed, 
that his friends with difficulty persuaded him to take leave. 

Feb. 4th.—Oo Oung-det repeated his visit. He acknowledges him- 
self convinced of the existence of an eternal God, and appears to be 
desirous of knowing the whole truth ; but business prevented his stay- 
ing long. 

Feb. 12th.—Had a long conversation with Oo Oung-det, in which I 
at length endeavored to unfold to his view the whole mystery of the 
gospel, the way of salvation through the atonement of the Son of God, 
to which our previous conversations kave been little more than pre- 
paratory. But his proud heart evidently repelled the humiliating doc- 
trine: so true it is that the cross of Christ is the sure touchstone of 
the human heart. His nephew, however, Moung-oung-hmat, listened 
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with the air of an awakened man. During a temporary suspense of 
conversation, | was much gratified by hearing him whisper to his un- 
cle, ‘‘ Ask him more about Jesus Christ.’”? He received a form of 
prayer with eagerness, and listened to my parting instruction with some 
feeling. 

Feb. 16th.—Moung Ing has returned. He is the second Burman 
whose heart was touched by divine grace. We rejoiced to see his face 
again, notwithstanding his rough unprepossessing appearance, occasion- 
ed by the hardships through which he had passed since he left us. On 
his arrival at Bike, a town far below Rangoon, he showed his copy of 
Matthew to the Roman Catholic priest stationed here, who directly com- 
mitted it to the flames ; and gave, instead of it, a writing of his own de- 
vice. But, through Divine grace, our poor friend retained his integ- 
rity, and remained steadfast in the sentiments which he formerly em- 
braced. 

Feb. 19th.—Spent several pleasant hours with Moung Ing. During 
his residence at Bike he was not satisfied with being a solitary disciple, 
but undertook to dispute with both Portuguese and Burmans ; and found 
two or three who are disposed to listen to him. He is to return thither 
within a fortnight ; but wishes to be baptized previously. 

Feb. 20th.--This is the second evening in which Mrs. J. and myself 
have had an interview with the viceroy and his lady in their inner apart- 
ment. Her highness gave us some very encouraging hints on the sub- 
ject of religious toleration ; and promised to introduce us to the em- 
peror, on his visiting Rangoon next fall, in prosecution of the war with 
Siam. 

Feb. 25th—Lord’s Day. Moung Ing presented his petition for bap- 
tism and admission into the church: and we unhesitatingly agreed to 
grant his request next Lord’s day. Not one of the disciples has given 
more decided evidence of being a sincere and hearty believer in the 
Lord Jesus. The manner of his first acquaintance with the truth is 
somewhat noticeable: I had conversed with two men, who visited the 
zayat, the preceding evening, and given them a tract. On their way 
home, they called at the house of the Tsah-len teacher, where Moung 
Ing resided ; and said a few things about the eternal God and the new 
religion, by way of disapproval ; and concluded that the tract was good 
for nothing but to tear up and make cigars of. But the truth, which 
they so much despised, fell like a flash of lightning on the benighted 
soul of Moung Ing. ‘The next morning, before sunrise, he was in the 
porch of the zayat, and on opening the doors, we found the poor man 
standing without. He will not, I trust, meet with any such detention 
at the doors of heaven. “~ 

March 4th, Lord’s day.—Moung Ing received baptism, immediately 
after worship in the afternoon. Several of the hopeful inquirers wit- 
nessed the administration. 

March 11th, Lord’s day.—We partook of the Lord’s supper in the 
evening :—pursuant of a resolution of the church, to celebrate this or- 
dinance on the second Sunday after the change of the moon, in order 
to avail ourselves, uniformly, of light evenings. | 

After the ordinance, Moung Ing immediately took leaveffor the pur- 
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pose of returning to Bike. He is laden with various writings, in Bur- . 


man and Portuguese, for distribution among the people of that place. 
A. JUDSON, Jun. 


$ . ee od 


AWAKENING AMONG THE JEWS. 
From the Correspondence of the London Jews Society. 


The following letter was addressed to Mr. Elsner, by Mr. H. Gortz, at 
Kemrau, Dec. 11, 1820. 


‘¢ Of the Hebrew New Testament I have only four copies left. The 
rest, with the other small publications, were immediately disposed of, 
when the Jews had been informed of the arrival of Hebrew books. On 
the first of July, seven Jews met in my house. They asked all of them 
for Hebrew books, especially the Prophets. 1 asked them whether any 
of them could read and understand Hebrew ? They ali answered in the 
affirmative: And when I had shown them the fifty-third of Isaiah, and 
some other passages, I found that they not only could read but also un- 
derstand them, as they explained them without difficulty in the German 
language: While one of them read it aloud, the others listened with 
great attention. After a while, one of them took from his pocket a He- 
brew New Testament, which he already possessed, and said—‘‘ It is 
curious that the prophets have so clearly foretold the facts related in 
the New Testament of Jesus!’’ and he added, ‘‘ I for one, must con- 
fess, that when I read the Prophets, and then the New Testament, noth- 
ing can be more clear than that Jesus is the true and real Messiah.”’— 
The other Jews looked upon the Christians who were present with an 
eye of veneration, and then exclaimed—‘* But what shall we do? we 
cannot help being Jews.” I replied, ‘* So you are now; but whenever 
you begin to believe in Jesus, and to receive him as your Redeemer, you 
cease to be Jews, and enter into the Christian church. I advised them 
to pray to God, that he would give them a true spirit of repentance for 
- their sins, and enlightened understandings to read the Scripture which 
testifies of Jesus: then he would reveal himself to them.’’ They were 
much surprized and affected. I then showed them some small publica- 
tions, and they now all surrounded me closely, and began eagerly to 
ask—‘‘ Pray give one to me, one to me also!’’ And they had scarcely 
received them before they began to read them; and with the Tracts in 
their hands, and reading, they left my house, after having expressed 
their cordial gratitude. ‘These Jews were from , about ten 
German (fifty English) miles from here. 

** On the filth of July, two Jews came to me from —, seven Ger- 
man (thirty-five English) miles from here, to teil me that they had heard 
from other Jews, that 1 had Hebrew Books to sell, which they wished 
to see. I showed them the New Testament: after having looked into 
it, they said—‘* That we have already ; and opening a bag, they fook 
out a copy of it, whose outward appearance showed that it had not laid 
there idle, but had been frequently read. They now asked for the 
Prophets ; and were much rejoiced when | presented a copy to them. 
Upon theirquestion as to the price, I replied, they might pay for the 
book according to the value in which they held it. They said—‘ The 
P 2 



































































































116 @N DISSIMULATION. [ May, 


But that the intemperate use of ardent spirits produce the most bale- 
ful effects, has never been questioned. ‘I‘ne drunkard becomes a direct 
and immediate sufferer. But the consequences are not stayed here ; 
they light upon all around him ; his family mingle in the train of misery, 
and society, to the remotest point of his influence, and posterity, to the 
latest day of his remembrance, have reason to deem his existence a 
curse to the world. 

Intemperate drinking is ruinous both to the bodies and minds of men.. 
It is the prolific source of disease. It sweeps through the world, ac- 
cumulating greater desolations in its march, than the progress of a pesti- 
Jence. The sword of war is not half so destructive. It anticipates the or- 
dinary work of death, and far outstrips, in its fleetness, the appointed de- 
stroyerof man. Were some frightful monument to be erected upon every 
drunkard’s grave, the world would literally become a kind of wilderness of 
terror. It is the direct cause of many fatal disorders, and gives to others 
which are simple in their type and curable in their nature, a complication 
and virulence which baffle all human skill. Property as well as bealth are 
sacrificed at the altar of intemperance. This vice is throughout the 
civilized world the most fruitful source of pauperism. It has clothed 
many a man in rags, and robbed him of the last morsel of bread for the 
sustenance of life. And happy would it be if the mischief ended here. 
But the innocent too often suffer with the guilty. The lovely wife, and 

the helpless babes of the profligate and drunken man, must feel the dire- 
ful consequences of an alienation of a husband and a father from his 
own flesh and blood. Every better affection is drowned in the inebria- 
ting cup, Give such a man the means of gratifying his insatiate thirst. 
and he would stagger around the cradle of his slumbering infant, and 
drink a heath to his fellow-drunkards upon the coffin of his wife! Nor 
is society at large exempt from the prejudicial influence of its intem- 
perate members. The sot is lost to the world. By the dominion of 
this single vice, information and talents are paralyzed at once. And 
happy would it be for these wretched victims of the cup, if no day of 
retribution were in prospect. Let such men tremble when they reflect, 
that they are answerable to God for their excess. Let them tremble, 
when they think of that day when they must account for the neglect of 
their families, for the injuries done to their own bodies, and for the 
murder of their souls. Let them tremble, when they read in the Sa- 
cred Volume, that no pRuNKARD shall enter into the kingdom of God. 
[Geo. Mis. 
——_— 


From the ** American Baptist Magazine.”’ 


ON THE DANGER OF DISSIMULATION IN RELIGION. 


Ir is well observed by one of.the greatest christian poets, that the 
world is all ‘* Title Page.’ Its promises infinitely exceed its contents, 
and the brilliancy of its display results in the gloom of disappointment. 
In the beautiful allegorical moral of Cebes the pupil of Socrates, is a 
striking representation of the views entertained even by the heathen, 
of human deceit. That fine emblematical picture shews the entrance 
igto life closely guarded by a female form, denominated Deceit. Na 
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sooner is any one ushered into the circle, than he receives a copious 


dose from the hand of this vigilant spy, and hence derives the elements 


of all that moral pollution and excess to which so many rush with un- 
stayed rapidity. A heart prone to dissemble is the fruitful source ot 
our guilt and misery. The deceptions which we too readily practise 
upon ourselves and others usually give rise to that impenitency of 
heart, than which nothing is more deplorable. We lay our account 
with finding the world filled with false images and empty shadows hunt- 
ing shades. Here we expect to encounter many who fill their borrow- 
ed part without compunction, and glide in all the smoothness of dupli- 
city over this transient scene. But there is one place to which we 
have a right to look for distinguished exceptions to this law of nature’s 
treachery and defection, There is one society within whose sacred 
enclosure we might be surprised ever to hear the voice of dissimula- 
tion. There is one class of people in which we should confidently ex- 
pect to find the strenuous asserters of simplicity, and godly sincerity. 
Even here, however, we often have to lament the want of that open, 
transparent deportment, which christianity requires, and which the hon- 
esty demanded in all who transact the interests of eternity, would au- 
thorize us to expect. We do not now speak of open and deliberate 
hypocrisy, nor of the grosser forms of deception, but we chiefly intend 
that modification of these vices, which may comport with general sound- 
ness of principle, but is not consistent with integrity of conduct. 

When therefore we make mention of this dissimulation, we mean all 
that excess of religious appearance in the conduct, beyond the ex- 
isting state of the heart. ‘There should ever be a correspondence be- 
twixt the actions of our christian life, and the springs of those actions. 
if the tree is to be known by its fruits, then the fruits should form the 
most certain index to the quality of the tree; and if our appearances 
should be better than our realities, we are deceived ourselves, and im- 
pose a like mistake upon others. . Were we as exact in the regulation of 
our hearts which have God for their observer, as we are in directing 
our conduct which has men for observers, a different conversation would 
be exhibited to God and men. Our behaviour would assume an easy and 
spontaneous complexion, and all constraint and servility would be ban- 
ished. In such a case we should never be driven to the painful effort 
of making up by affectation, that which was wanting in grace; we 
should not incur the risk of building a house without a foundation, or of 
establishing a name for piety, without the principle. Dissimulation, 
when once admitted, has an imperceptible growth. It is a habit which 
receives strength from every exercise, and grows rapidly with moderate 
indulgence. However small in its early operations, it soon spreads it- 
self far and wide, and though timid in its first approaches, may speedily 
acquire a boldness alarming to conscience and truth. It is a cheap.and 
easy method of attaining a temporary credit for religion; and such is 
the weakness of nature, that the suffrages of men, and especially of 
those whom we deem competent judges, may have a surprising influence 
in reconciling us to a state which we must secretly know is radically 
bad. It is an accommodating mode of escaping censure and animadver- 
sion ; for whatever may be the declension of our heart from the doc- 
trines of righteousness, yet if we can save ourselves the public scandal 
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of a visible departure from the right way, by continuing to deal with 


uniform diligence and success in external sanctity, we shall be the less 


liable to contract any discontent with our hearts’ backsliding. Another 
cause of the evil in question, may be traced to the erroneous views 
which many form of divine subjects. They recognize the solemnities 
attached to holy things, are sensible that these solemnities are abhor- 
rent from all levity and indifference, and that those who engage in ob- 
serving them should possess a gravity of demeanor; and a vehemence of 
zeal, suited to the vital interest of such subjects. ‘Their discernment 
is acute enough to perceive that the shadow of remissness hanging over 
such momentous themes would be unseenly and reprehensible. When, 
therefore, their feelings happen not to be in accordance with their spir- 
jtual circumstances, they are apt to exert a mechanical energy, to make 
their services decorous, and to express, not what they really feel, but 
what they know the proprieties of their profession involves. Others enter- 
tain mistaken notions as to the efficacy of budily exercise. They persuade 
themselves that certain doleful inflections of the voice, a plaintive cadence 
and mourntul articulation, are considerable parts of religion. Their 
manner is accordingly regulated by these considerations, and a stranger 
to their customary mode would be apt to suppose, from the lugubrious 
echo which resounds from them, that their hearts were under an affect- 
ing influence of the truths which they utter, whilst it was only their 
habit of performing a solemn duty. Probably,some may regard it as a 
part of the oratorical art in their addresses to others, to assume an air 
of much earnestness and zeal. ‘They consider the maxim of the Poet, 


lawful 
‘¢ Si vis me flere dolendum est primum ipsi tibi,”’ 


And though not deeply engaged in the subject before them, they think 
it proper to convey to others a very different impression. Hence they 
often give loose reins to their extravagance. They drive furiously on 
in defiance of decency and sense. They rush against all order and pru- 
dence, and seem willing to set the world in a blaze by the fires of their 
impetuous rhetoric. Should they succeed in producing the intended 
conflagration, it will not be without its uses. As the fires kindled by the 
foolish temerity of Apollo’s offspring, were of service to give light to 
the world in the absence of the sun, so this strange fire may afford its 
measure of light.in the absence of reason and religion ; but as the com- 
bustion of towns, cities, rivers, mountains, and the earth itself, was a 
very serious expense at which to procure light, so it must be a very 
costly method to cast a religious excitement over a multitude at the ex- 
pense of sincerity and truth. 

There is a dissimulation which is merely professional. An office, 
whether civil or religious, must have its distinct requirements. It at- 
taches to itself a circle of appropriate duties, and includes many de- 
cencies, which, though not essential to the existence of the office, yet 
make up the chief ornament of its execution. ‘The most sacred and im- 
portant of all offices is the ministerial function. This contains a weight 
and gravity, under the influence of which, the most exemplary mast feel 
an inward dread of their insufficiency. ‘The incumbents of such an 
office are aware, that an unremitting effort is required to fill the parts of 
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their sacred province, and that the minor obliquities which would be 
tolerated in others, would render them insupportable and disgusting. 
When called upon, theretore, to discharge their trust in any of its de- 
tails, they at once conceive the propriety of pitching the tone of their 
ministrations as high as the official standard. From this they unavoida- 
bly contract a habit of artificial severity, pathos, or affection ; and what- 
ever may be their variations of feeling, they contrive to officiate in a 
uniform strain of solemnity. Is there not reason to fear that too many 
ministers err upon this point? How often have we heard from these 
creatures of spurious vehemence a dry vociferation, clamor without af- 
fection, and denunciations without sympathy ! 

Without any departure from correct discrimination, we may advert to 
a dissimulation which is constitutional. ‘lhe style of a performance 
often receives its character from the physical structure of the mind. 
With some there is a natural warmth and energy, which pervade all 
their acts. Whatever they do, they do with all their might. Ardent 
and enterprizing, bold and decided in their determinations, they disdain 
all the tardy steps of irresolute projectors. They usually act under the 
first impression, and press with unabating zeal towards their object.— 
Others, of a disposition more pliable, yield with a ready flexibility to all 
the tender passions, and melt into thé softness of an amiable sensibility. 
May not the mode of public performance be much influenced by these 
constitutional peculiarities ? And may not the subjects of these physical 
diversities of disposition fall into the mistake of regarding their natural 
vehemence as the zeal required by the gospel, and may not those who 
have a soft and tender conformation of spirit, be often deceived into the 
idea, that theirs is the genuine affection of the gospel, when, probably, 
they have been only following some orizinal impulse of nature ? 

The disposition in question is sometimes found to be occasional. It 
operates only at certain times, and upon particulur occasions. ‘Thus 
have we often remarked, when some have been required to engage in 
performing the duty of prayer, that they have suddenly changed their 
whole manner, and have assumed an air of stiffness and affectation, no- 
thing of which could be perceived in their ordinary conversation. They 
have appeared to think that in addressing God, they should lay aside the 
simplicity of their character, and form themselves a mode of utterance, 
full of an artificial sanctity ; as if he could be more pleased with du- 
plicity than with sincerity, and had enjomed them whenever they came 
to appear before Him, to bring, at least, a strenuous form of external 
piety, and to make up, by the vehemence of bodily gesture, that which 
is wanting in the temper of the heart. There is nothing more repul- 
sive in the services of religion, than this sanctimonious, whining for- 
mality of duty. It will be obvious to any one, upon a little reflection, 
that a native language is easy and artless, and flows with a clear and un- 
constrained delivery, whilst in one who has acquired it by application, 
there will always be a visible awkwardness and reserve. The child 
who is much accustomed to think upon the inheritance to be received 
from his father, will acquire a natural and unaffected method in speak- 
ing of his expected possessions, however splendid they may be; but a 
stranger to the expectation of such opulence, in speaking of a probable 


accession to wealth and distinction, would employ a turgid, swollen 
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strain, suitable to the uncertainty of his claims, and the remoteness of 
his origin. A petition dictated by true filial affection, will be free from 
the mechanical constraint which we here condemn. It will naturally 
assume a decent and solemn air, and will flow out in the effusions of an 
honest heart. It will reject all those elaborate forms of imaginary de- 
votion, which art has devised to confer a specious character upon a 
lukewarm religion, and will cultivate expressions suited to the worship 
of a prayer-hearing God. 

Nor let it surprise us to be informed, that there is a conscientious 
dissimulation. T’oo many give currency to the very error which we 
are now combatting, upon sincere scruples of conscience. They think 
that their borrowed manner savours of solemnity, and that it would bea 
deviation from propriety, to perform a public service of religion in a 
way that is natural and unaffected. Hence they eyen contend for their 
factitious gravity, and adduce arguments to justify to themselves and 
others, the assumption of a peculiar manner in every religious perform- 
ance. From this we derive another proof that we may be conscien- 
tious in error as well as in truth, and that no sincerity in supporting 
error will excuse its retention, in defiance of the clearest light, and 
most convincing evidence. 

But perhaps some will think, that the small shades of infirmity which 
we have marked, are of a character so unavoidable, as to be venial, and 
that our distinctions and censures are too minute and severe. A little 
attention to the magnitude of the evils against which it is our desire te 
awaken caution, will speedily relieve us from the suspicion of needless 
refinement and particularity: For the class of specious errors which we 
would expose, draws off the heart from God, and the lively satisfaciion 
of communidén with him. Let any one find it easy to keep up the sem- 
blance of piety by the plausible address of an external habit, let him be 
occasionally affected, not with the stupendous objects which faith ex- 
hibits, but with the dexterous contrivances of a superficial seriousness, 
and bow soon will he sink into the delusion of substituting the mere 
skeleton of his frames and feelings in place of the sanctifying influences 
of the divine Spirit! Self-complacency gradually insinuates itself into 
his heart, he acquires a growing security and indifference, the rigorous 
process of self-examination is suffered to fall into desuetude, and by an 
easy descent, he glides down into an apathy of soul, as disastrous to his 
own interest, as it is afllictive to the cause of piety. 

It is important to have a correct standard, when we attempt to judge 
the merits of acclaim. The profession of religion is a declaration made 
to the world, that we are inwardly moved by the Spirit of God, to re- 
nounce all sin and folly, and to devote our lives to the worship of God. 
The merits of this profession can only be known by its visible results ; 
but should these results be adulterated with the mixtures of an affected 
sanctity, who can ever have confidence in a judgment formed upon a 
standard so fluctuating and fallacious ? What is it to have one thing in 
the heart, and another on the tongue, but to create an excess in appear- 
ances above principles? If our outward habits were obliged to become 
the certain criterion of our inward frame, with what care should we be 
impelled to regulate all the movements of that frame! With what vigt- 


lance would every emotion be observed! With what a strenuous re- 
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sistance should we oppose every tendency to evil! What an absolute 
negative should we impose on all the solicitations of the tempter! But 
so long as this criterion does not exist, our roaming hearts may pursue 
their gay delusions, pride may inflate, envy may rankle, ambition may 
rage, covetousness may disquiet, and yet a tranquil exterior may cover 
all the asperities of this heart, ruffled by a thousand desires, foreign to 
the spirit of godliness. 

Let it be remembered, that all allowed evil is progressive. That 
which is now scarcely perceptible, will soon grow into a magnitude 
sufficiently alarming. The shades of dissimulation will soon assume the 
darker hue of hypocrisy. The deception which originated in the man- 
ner of duty, will soon extend itself to the substance, a callous state of 
heart will ensue, the conscience, before tender and susceptible, will 
slumber on beds of roses and myrtle, the quiescence of an approaching 
death will promise a treacherous calm, and an impending gloom will ob- 
scure the brighter visions of hope. Let every reader of these re- 
marks examine his own heart, and inquire whether or not he has fallen 
into the errors which have been exhibited. 

THEOPHILOS. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN DELPHI. 


Copy of a Letter to one of the Editors, dated 
Devruti, April 10, 1822. 

REV. AND DEAR 8IR, 

Some time ago I promised to give you a short account of the work of 
grace in this place. Since then my time has been fully occupied. 

‘““ The Lord has done great things for us,” whereof *‘ the humble 
will hear and be glad.”’ It was on the first Monday evening in January, 
when a ‘‘ sound of going’’ was heard “in the top af the mulberry 


trees.’’ Some of the brethren had enjoyed some refreshing seasons | 


previous to this ; but it was on this evening that the work first made an 
ostensible appearance. ‘There were but few others present, save pra- 
fessors. It was atime of confession and weeping. 

The work continued in the church for about a fortnight, when, like 
a torrent it broke forth and swept all before it. Sometimes even the 
christian stood astonished, while beholding the work of the ‘* Mighty 
Gop.’’ On the one side of him, he heard the voice of ‘* lamentation, 
of mourning and woe ;”’ on the other, the voice of joy and singing. Ev- 
ery morning where the sun arese, it witnessed the conviction, or “‘ new 
birth’ of a fallen son, or daughter of Adam. Christians were active. 
Our meetings were crowded and solemn. Not a moments time was lost. 
There has not appeared to be the ‘‘ print of a man’s hand” in any part 
of the work. One young man, who had just been telling his wife, a 
member of our church, that he considered the Bible a fable and death 
the end of man, started to go to his barn in a careless manner, when, 
like Saul, he was arrested by the omipotent arm, and made to cry, 
** Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 2” 
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Since the first of February there has been thirty-five baptized. <A 
umber more are hopefully converted. I had thought that the work 
had nearly subsided, but there now appears to be some indications that 
there are more to be brought into the liberty of the gospel. When 
comparing the present time with the former, 1 can but stand and say, 
** What hath God wrought!’ Yours, &c. ! 

BENJAMIN I. LANE. 


—-— 


From the “* 4Imerican Baptist Magazine.” 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SAYBROOK. 
A LETTER TO ONE OF THE EDITORS. 
Essex Borough, Conn. Dec. 25,1821. 


EXTRACT OF 


DEA SIR, | 
Deriving much satisfaction, and I trust profit from the constant read- 


ing of your useful Magazine, and wishing in some way if possible to be 

useful to my fellow men, especially to my fellow Christians, I cheer- 

fully devote a little time in reply to the question long since proposed by 

Balaam, ‘‘ What hath God wrought?”’ Shoald you judge that the whole 

or any part of the following narrative will contribute to the honour of 

our precious Saviour, or to the encouragement of any of his children, 
ou are at liberty to publish the same. 

‘‘ What hath God wrought?’ presents an extensive and delightful 
field for investigation, whether we look towards the heavens or earth, 
the land or sea—‘* He hath laid the beams of his chambers in the wa- 
ters” —* He setteth fast the mountains, being girded with power’’—He 
hath spread forth the heavens as a molten looking-glass’*— and orna- 
mented them in a manner worthy of the Maker; these however are the 
work of his fingers. ‘To save a soul from death has cost a Saviour’s 
blood— Astonishing love! matchless grace! Infinite wisdom laid the 
plan, and Omnipotent power has execnted the same ; so that God can be 
just and the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus, pardoned sinners 
rejoice, angels swell the song, and the Redeemer is crowned with many 
crowns. 

About twelve or fourteen years ago a small Baptist Church was con- 
stituted in this place; the increase was gradual until their number 
amounted to sixty—Some peculiar trials had marked the progress of the 
fittle band until the summer of 1820, when our prospects became 
gloomy indeed ; [ittle knowing that the darkest part of the night was 
yet before us. The form of godliness was indeed continued, our assem- 
bly was respectable as to numbers, but remarkably careless ; the fig- 
tree did not even blossom. O the anguish of soul experienced by the 
man called to preach the gospel, who is compelled to say, I labor in 
vain, making eyes blinder, and hearts harder. His distress, I think I 
know. Our men of business were eagerly pursuing the world—Our 

outh devoted to pleasurable amusements, and sporting down the cur- 
rent of life with as little apparent concern as though there were nel- 
ther heaven nor hell at the end of the journey—Professors of religion 
evidently slumbering with foolish virgins, and to express my own feel- 
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ings, a dark clould of heavy judgments seemed impending over our 
heads, just ready to burst: ‘ and as wild beasts creep forth in the night 


to do mischief, so while men slept the enemy came and sowed tares 


among us, ahd went his way.’ 
In autumn our cup was full. A trying scene ensued, which IJ will not 
attempt to describe. We rejoice that the mighty angel who laid hold 
on Satan, that old serpent, and bound him, evidently held the chain in 
his own hand, and could restrain him at pleasure-—Otherwise we had 
been swallowed up quick. During all this gloomy season it is charita- 
bly hoped and firmly believed, there were a few who were sitting in 
their ward whole nights, and like Jacob, wrestling with a determination 
never to yield. 
In the month of November a solemn attention made its appearance In 
the Pedobaptist church in this place. Their assemblies increased, con- 
ference meetings were multiplied, and many persons anxiously inquir- 
ing, What must we do? A goodly number I trust did receive the grace 
of God in truth. Nothing of the kind appeared in our assembly until 
the month of March last—The Church had appointed a special prayer 
meeting on Monday evening, that we might try te get at the feet.af Je- 
sus and of one another, and inguire for whose cause the storm lay on 
the ship. The meeting was fully attended, and some special exercises 
enjoyed. At this interview, one young man and two young women ap- 
peared greatly distressed in mind. ‘The young man declared himself a 
sinner going down to hell! Here the work commenced with us. -On 
dismissing the assembly I invited the three mentioned young persons to 
call on me on Tuesday evening of that week, for the purpose of con- 
versation and prayer; they readily consented; but to my joy and -sur- 
prise they were followed to my house on Thursday evening by more 
than one hundred young persons; some of them appeared solemn and 
much weighed down, others came for mere speculation. That evening 
will long be remembered. Before the first prayer closed, their weeping 
aloud was such as almost to drown my voice. From that time till after 
9 o’clock I think there was not a moment’s intermission, more or less 
constantly cryimg out, God be merciful to me a sinner! and sometimes 
more than twenty at once. I could truly say with the Patriarch, How 
dreadful is this place!’ Many of the youth who came to the ‘house ap- 
parently as careless as ever, were soon arrested by the power of a 
sovereign God, and made to cry out, “‘ Jesus, thou Son ef David, thave 
mercy onus.” Truly there was a noise and ashaking. To avoid giv- 
ing occasion to Jew or Gentile, at about 10, the assembly was advised 
to retire for the purpose of rest. One youth replied, I cannot go ‘home, 
my strength is gone. Another replied, I shall never reach home, J am 
going down to hell. Their friends however ‘led the way, weeping and 
lamenting through the streets. ‘On arriving at home they called :their 
parents out of bed, and kneeled before them in confession, and begged 
the parents’ prayers. The next evening was our conference in course, 
which was nearly as powerful as the preceeding ; thus the good work 
spread uniting with the work im the other congregation, until it visited 
almost every part of the parish. The distressing cries for mercy, with 
groans of the wounded and dying (unto sin,) were soon exchanged for 
songs of praise for rich and sovereign grace abounding to the chief of 
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sinners—Hosanna (o the Son of David was echoed by infant tongues. 
We could now say, in a double sense, ‘*'Lo, the winter is past and gone, 
the flowers appear on the earth, and the time of the singing of birds is 
come. ‘The blessed work has not yet wholly ceased. I have baptized 
three the present month, and our prayer is that it may continue as long 
as the moon endureth. To the honor of divine grace be it spoken, also 
in reply to Balaam’s question, fifty-five have been added to this little 
band, all of them but one by baptism, and I think a larger number to 
the Pedobaptist Church. The two denominations have enjoyed a good 
degree of harmony, often meeting together for conference and prayer. 
Our baptism they admit is correct, but they blame us a little for not be- 
ing as charitable towards theirs. If we could we would, but dare not. 
Those who have united with us remain steadfast, and a goodly number 
of them evidently abounding in the work of the Lord ; harmony pre- 
vails among us, and we almost forget the anguish through which we 
have passed, for joy that so many sons and daughters are born unto God, 
O may the chief Shepherd extend his arms of love and mercy around 
them, so that not one may be lacking in time to come. 

J think it is agreed by all that this work has far exceeded any that 
had preceded it in this parish from the first settlement of the State. 
As to the commencement and continuance of this work, boasting must 
be forever excluded ; as evidence of this, I mention the following par- 
ticulars. ‘The young man first mentioned in this narrative, of respec- 
table standing in society, careless and vain In the extreme, was solemnly 
arrested by the application of this passage to his heart and conscience, 
‘* Prepare to meet thy God.”’ The effect on his mind (without human 
aid) was powerful indeed, he found himself unprepared and sinking 
into ruin. He immediately addressed his parents and the family in the 
weighty language of the text, and then proceeded through the streets 
and from house to house—Prepare to meet thy God! was his uniform 
address. In our assemblies he would remark, ‘‘ My young friends, [| 
warn you to flee from the wrath to come ; if I go to hell, don’t you fol- 
Jow me, I don’t want your company there: prepare to meet thy God.” 
His admonitions accompanied by the Holy Spirit were blest to the 
awakening of many, as appeared by their subsequent relations before 
the Church. After remaining about ten days in great distress, he was 
breught to rejoice in a precious Jesus. In another instance a young 
man returning from sea found his former mates either groaning under 
the burthen of their guilt, or rejoicing in Christ whom they had recent- 
jy found ; his heart was filled with rage against the work and all con- 
cerned in it, which he ‘did not fail to express in the most profane man- 
ner. As he was walking the street alone, he was attacked, as by an 
officer from heaven, and the indictment ran thus, ‘‘ It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God.’’ He hastened home in agony 
of soul ; I soon visited him, and fousd him in great distress. He was 
after a few days brought to rejoice in the atoning blood of Jesus ; he is 
now clothed and in his right mind. . 

Our School for small children was taught by a young lady who had 
just been added to the church. She had uccasion to leave her charge 
for a few moments ; on returning she found nine of her little pupils on 
their knees praying for mercy. These little petitioners soon requested 
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their Mistress to go to prayer with them, and in no other way could she 
satisfy them. Suffice it to say, I have had the satisfaction of burying a 
number of those children in baptism, and they are now exemplary 
members of the church. 

What hath God wrought? was the question. J readily answer, He 
hath power on earth to forgive sin—witness the conversion of probably 
more than two hundred in this parish within about one year, who we 
trust have been turned to God from idols. May the Shepherd of Israel 
keep us from faliing, and extend the triumphs of his cross to earth’s 


remotest bounds. Brethren, pray for us. 
In hope of eternal life through the merits of Jesus, I subscribe one 


of the most unworthy. 4 WILCOX 
AS+ F . 


——t 000007 00000 


ADDRESS OF THE MADISON BAPTIST MISSION SOCIETY. 


The ‘‘ Madison Baptist Mission Society Auxiliary to the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions,” at their last Annual Meeting in February, adopted 
a resolution to address the delinquent members of the Society, on the 
subject of continuing their patronage, and the public generally, soliciting 
their assistance in this labor of love. We are not called to sustain a bur- 
den, and a heat of the day, to which prophets and many primitive chris- 
tians have been accustomed, beholding the fruit of their labors by an 
eye of faith, and that too at a distance. The Holy Spirit has manifestly 
accompanied our Missionaries, into every nation where they have gone, 
and opened most effectual doors tor them ‘‘ to preach among the Gen- 
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.’’ 

God is causing his word to have free course and be glorified in Bur- 
mah. The last accounts represented the Mission at Rangoon in a more 
prosperous state, than at any former period. Important acquisitions 
were making to the Church, and the number of inquirers was increas- 
ing, while Providence appeared to be suppressing the hostilities of the 
government against the Mission. 

Brother Corman has succeeded in establishing a Mission at Chittagong, 
beyond former examples, and God has laid open a wide field in that re- 
gion, to receive Ministers of the New Testament from the Board to 
which this Society is auxiliary. There is also a cry for the word of 
life, by many aborigines of the wilderness, and the Board has entered 
upon measures to send the Gospel among them. The present is emi- 
nently a day of harvest, and what heart can be faint and turn back ? 

What has already been done in sending the gospel into the vast em- 
pires of moral darkness, to give the light of life to souls perishing for 
lack of vision, is but the commencement of those mighty efforts which 
Zion is to make, in her march against the powers of darkness, for the 
accomplishment of that promise, which presents the Savior as a light 
to the Gentiles and the salvation of God to the ends of the earth. 

We are not called to sow the seed of the kingdom, in ages remote 
from the set time to favor Zion. The period has arrived, when “the 
plowmen overtake the reapers, and the treader of grapes him that sow- 
eth seed, and. the mountains drop sweet vine and all the hills melt.”’ 

What worldly economy shall induce the christian to draw back from 
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the performance of his vows in the work of Missions; and having sub- 
scribed to the Lord’s treasury, shall keep back part of the price. You 
are, dear Brethren, perhaps adjusting your accounts with the world un- 
der the impression that your stewardship is drawing to a close, and will 
you renounce the claims which the cause of God has on your substance 
at such acrisis as this? We hope not. Let every brother who draws 
back his hand from aiding in this work of God, examine whether it be 
not paralyzed by a worldly spirit. Those who have kept an eye to all 
the measures of the General Board, in the appropriations of the sacred 
charities, with which they have been entrusted, may discover them to 
be but ‘‘ men in the flesh,” liable at such an elevated point, with the 
world lying in wickedness before them, to have some diversity of opin- 
ions about stations and measures, which promise the greatest success ; 
but they have evidently sought the directions of God in the Spirit, and 
their measures have been far more successful, in giving currency 
to the gospel, where thick darkness covered the people, than for- 
mer examples, or the most active faith of the saints could have promised. 
It is to be hoped that when brethren are paying their vows at the altar 
of God, that their engagements to his missionary cause, may be kept in 
remembrance; and that others who have as yet taken no part in this 
work, will look at the subject in all its bearings, and enquire whether 
their prayers and treasures are not within the reach of gospel claims 
for the accomplishment of the salvation of the heathen, in God’s ap- 
pointed way ? 

‘** A word to the wise is suflicient.”” Be not weary in well doing—Be 
stedfast and unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, in 
as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 








Obituary. 
—_—<-— B 

DIED—-In Hamilton, (Madison county) Jan. 18th, Mr. AARON 
CADY, in the 4ist year of his age. Mr. C. was a respectable and use- 
ful member of society. He has left a wife and three children to mourn 
his loss. ‘The circumstances attending his death were so extraordinary 
and affecting as to be worthy of record. 

For some time previous to his last illness, his mind was, at intervals, 
agitated with thoughts of a serious nature. He was unable to suppress 
his fears that the religion which he neglected, might be true. And if if 
were true, what would become of him ? He was conscious he had never 
undergone such a renovation of heart, as the scriptures afarmed to be 
an indispensible qualification for heaven. Yet like too many others, 
because he thought he could not be certain of the truth of the Christian 
religion, he continued to live as if he were certain of its falsehood— 
‘‘ without Gop in the world.”? In this situation he was arrested by 
sickness, and serious apprehensions were soon entertained that it was 
‘‘ a sickness unto death.” The hand of disease was slowly, but surely 
undermining his constitution. 

Confined to his house, (from which he was never to depart with life) 
he was unable to contemplate without solicitude the approach of the 
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king of terrors. Christians were sent for, to converse and pray with 
him. He said but little, except to express his wish that he might see 
things as they were. ‘‘ If there be a reality in religion, pray that I 
may know it by my own experience.” As his flesh and strength gradu- 
ally failed, his anxiety increased. He began to fear he was given over 
to hardness of heart. ‘* How fervently,”’ said he to his wife, ‘‘ have I 
heard uncle Olmstead pray for me. But his prayers do not seem to be 
answered. I am afraid it is not possible for me to be saved.” ‘‘ Despair 
not,”’ she replied with tears, ‘‘ there is a fulness in Christ. I do be- 
lieve there is yet mercy in store for you, if you seek it earnestly.” It 
ought not here-to be omitted, that an unusual spirit of prayer was felt, 
by christians in the neighborhood, in behalf of this unhappy man. 

The Tuesday before he died, he said to his wife ; ‘‘ What can be the 
cause that medicines have no effect? Doctor G—— has, I see, given 
me over. Must I then die? Tell me, what shall I do ?’—* I fear 
no one can do you any good but the great Physician of soul and body. 
No means will succeed without his blessing. O do repair to Him. Gop 
in Curist is merciful.” He groaned in anguish of spirit. From that 
time his mind was evidently occupied in meditation and prayer. Several 
times he was heard to utter (when not sensible that any person was 
present) ‘‘ Gop be merciful to me asinner.” ‘*O Gop! "es 
In this state he continued, with but little variation, until Thursday. He 
then appeared rapidly hastening to his dissolution. When it was hinted 
to him that death was near, and that he had better give directions con- 
cerning his family and affairs, he answered, ‘‘ I have put every thing of 
an earthly nature out of my mind, that | may give my attention wholly 
to seek Gon, and secure the peace of my soul.’’ Inthe course of the 
afternoon Dea. O was sent for, who continued with him until he 
died. ‘* Can you give up every thing ?” he was asked. ‘‘ No—I can- 
not give up my family.”’ During the night he complained of great dis- 
tress. ‘‘ Is your pain greater ?”’—‘* Oh no ; my distress is spiritual. 
The anguish of my mind far exceeds that of my body.” 

About six o’clock in the morning he appeared to be dying. The fam- 
ily were called together round the bed, He had no struggles except 
some spasms in his face, which was distorted two or three times. ‘* In 
this state he lay,’? says Dea. Olmstead, *‘ for fifteen or twenty minutes. 
{ then put my hand on his forehead, with a view to close his eyes,— 
when, to the surprise of all around him, he opened his eyes and looked 
me in the face. ‘* Do you think you are dying ?”’ said I to him. ‘‘Yes.’’ 
—‘* Are you willing to die?’ ‘: No’’.—I then made some observations 
on the importance of resignation to the Divine will. When | closed, 
he turned his eyes upon me, and lifting his hands, with a sweet smile 
on his countenance, said, ‘‘ O bless Gop!” ‘* Do you feel to bless 
Gop,” said I to him. ‘* Yes.”’—‘‘Do you love the Lorn Jesus Curist 2?” 
‘* Yes.’’—*‘* Are you willing to die ?”’ ‘* Yes.”—A little while after he 
said, *‘ | thought I had got above half way across.’’-—** The Jordan of 
Death?” <“* Yes.’’—He then said, ‘‘ O the glory!” ‘* Do you view, 
(said I to him) the glory of Gop, and the upper world ?”’ He replied, 
‘“ Yes. Now I can give up my family.’”"—His wife approaching his bed- 
side, he said to her, ‘‘ I told you it was not possible for me to be saved ; 
_~~but O it is possible! It is possible! I can now give you up into the 
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hands of Gov.’’—More he would have said, but his speech failed. He 
looked wishfully at his children, as if he had something of importance 
to communicate. At length he pointed them to Dea. Olmstead. The 
scene was inexpressibly solemn and affecting. About two o’clock in 
the afternoon he expired. We close this narrative with an observation 
well worthy the attention of all——‘‘ There is ONE instance of conver- 
sion, in the hour of death, recorded in the word of Gop, that none 
might despair; and BUT ONE, that none might presume.” 


_—~o— 


A STUMBLING BLOCK. 
I have lately been at C——-—, to do some business for a gentleman, 
with an old rich Quaker, whom I have known many years. He isa very 
sensible man, and much respected by many considerable persons. In 
the course of our conversation he told me that two of Dr. Priestly’s 
disciples, both eminent men, called on him, on purpose to ask, What 
was his opinion of the person of Christ? In a moment he became re- 
markably cool and collected,—sat still some little time, and then gave 
them the following answer :—‘* the apostle says, We preach Christ cru- 
cified : to the Jews a stumbling block—because they expected a tempo- 
ral Messiah ; to the Greeks foolishness—because he was crucified as a 
malefactor: but to them that are called both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the wisdom of God and the power of God! Now if you can separate 
the wisdom of God from God, and the power of God from God, I will 
come over to your opinions.’’ They were both struck dumb, and never 
attempted to utter a single word in reply. [ Rel. Intel. 
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‘Tis the Book of my God, ’tis my guide to the skv ; 
[ will love it, and read it, and follow its light : 
May I live in its truth! In its truth may I die! 
If 1 follow this book I shall never know night. 


Here I read of the patriarchs and prophets of old ; 
And of wonders before, and succeeding, the flood : 
And, the chief point of all, these blest pages unfold 
How the Saviour for man on the cross shed his blood. 


In this volume [ read of a judgment to come ; 

And of mansions prepar’d for the good and the bad: 
We shall all soon obtain an unchangeable home ; 

And the wicked shall mourn, and the righteous be glad. 


Tis the book of my God; ’tis the source of my joy ; 
*Tis my lamp and my guide in the regions of night : 
For awhile let my foes and vexations annoy ; 

Yet eternity comes with a full blaze of light. 


EE 





‘‘ You will be influenced by your associates. If you mix with the 
trifling, you will trifle ; if you mix with the gay, you will be thoughtless; 
if you mix with the wicked, you will be wicked.” 





